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Chalice Lighting [Adapted from the words of Waldemar Argo]:
We light this chalice as a beacon 
calling our hearts to heights our heads alone cannot know. 
We may climb to the mountain's timberline alone, 
but together in faith we can reach the summit, 
where we experience the presence of 
something from everlasting to everlasting. 
So we light our chalice this morning, 
symbol of the faith that inspires us 
to strive for our highest aspirations, 
to climb together to the summit. 

Opening Words [the words of Alex Haley]: 
“The death of an old person is like the burning of a library.”

The morning reading from Norman Maclean’s, A River Runs through It: 
ADVANCE \d4“Now nearly all those I loved and did not understand when I was young are [gone,] but I still reach out to them. Of course, now I am too old to be much of a fisherman, and now of course I usually fish the big waters alone, although some friends think I shouldn't. Like many fly fishermen in western Montana where the summer days are almost Arctic in length, I often do not start fishing until the cool of the evening. Then in the Arctic half-light of the canyon, all existence fades to a being with my soul and memories and the sounds of the Big Blackfoot River and a four-count rhythm and the hope that a fish will rise. 
ADVANCE \d4Eventually, all things merge into one, and a river runs through it. The river was cut by the world's great flood and runs over rocks from the basement of time. On some of the rocks are timeless raindrops. [Beneath] the rocks are the words, and some of the words are theirs. I am haunted by waters.” 
Introduction of the Guest Speaker [Howard Heppe]

Presentation:  Rebecca Bigoney, M.D.: “Five Wishes;” Advanced Directives and End-of-Life Decision-Making”
Parting Words: [the words of Kendyl Gibbons]: 
“There is, finally, only one thing required of us: that is, to take life whole, the sunlight and shadows together; to live the life that is given us with courage and humor and truth.  We have such a little moment out of the vastness of time for all our wondering and loving. Therefore let there be no half-heartedness; rather, let the soul be ardent in its pain, in its yearning, in its praise. Then shall peace enfold our days, and glory shall not fade from our lives.” 
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